ROMEO AND JULIET
Romeo and Juliet is the story of two young lovers, Romeo, a Montague, and Juliet, a Capulet. They meet at a masqued ball, fall in love, but they can’t be together because their families are enemies. In spite of this, they get married.

Romeo, however, kills Juliet’s cousin in a duel and is banned from Verona. Meanwhile Juliet, who has to marry another man, takes a sleeping potion and appears to be dead. But Romeo doesn’t know about this because the messenger that Friar Lawrence has sent to him is stopped by bandits.

When he goes back to Verona and sees she is lying in a tomb, he believes she is dead and he kills himself. When Juliet wakes up, she finds Romeo dead. She doesn’t want to live without him and kills herself too. Finally, the two families understand that their hate must end.

After Romeo has seen Juliet and fallen in love with her, he says: 

“Did my heart love till now? Forswear it, sight! For I ne’er saw true beauty till this night.” Il mio cuore aveva mai amato? Occhi, rinnegatelo! Perchè non ha mai conosciuto la vera bellezza fino ad ora.
And Friar Laurence says that Romeo cannot stay in Verona after he has killed Juliet’s cousin in a duel. The friar tells him that the Prince expressed sympathy for Romeo’s cause and has shown “mercy”. But for Romeo that is not “mercy”.

“E’ tortura e non clemenza. Il cielo è qui dove vive Giulietta; e ogni gatto, ogni cane, il più piccolo topo, l’essere più insignificante, vive qui nel cielo e può vederla, ma Romeo non può”.
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